Arkansas Joins Texas and New Mexico
as a Region 6 "Silver Jackets" Member

First there was Texas, then New Mexico. Now, Arkansas is an official member of the "Silver Jackets," a program that provides communities with an opportunity to work with all appropriate state and federal agencies to develop a comprehensive flood risk management program.

The innovative program provides an opportunity to consistently bring together multiple state, federal and, sometimes, tribal and local agencies to learn from one another and apply their knowledge to reduce risk.

A charter signing ceremony was held on Tuesday, Jan. 24, at the offices of the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management (ADEM) in Little Rock. Region 6 Deputy Administrator Tony Robinson joined representatives from the state, ADEM and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for the collaborative event.
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Region 6 Deputy Administrator Tony Robinson attends the "Silver Jackets" Charter signing ceremony in Arkansas.

The program's primary goals are to supplement efforts to identify, prioritize and address risk management issues and implement solutions; increase and improve risk communication through a unified interagency effort; leverage information and resources and provide access to such national programs as FEMA's Risk Mapping, Assessment and Planning (Risk MAP) program and USACE's Levee Inventory and Assessment Initiative; provide focused, coordinated hazard mitigation assistance in implementing high-priority actions such as those identified by state mitigation plans; and identify gaps among agency programs and/or barriers to implementation, such as conflicting agency policies or authorities, and provide recommendations for addressing these issues.  Col. Jeffrey Eckstein, commander of the Corps’ Vicksburg District, stated “As our budgets for everyone continue to get reduced, this kind of cooperation and communication framework that we’ve got here with the Silver Jackets, will help us see a lot of solutions out there that we might not normally see without the teamwork and coordination. ”  
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Why the name Silver Jackets? Traditionally, different agencies wear different colored jackets when responding to emergencies. For example, FEMA personnel wear blue and Army Corps personnel wear red. The name Silver Jackets is used to underscore the common mission of the diverse agencies.

Prior to the formal signing of the team charter, the Arkansas Silver Jackets team has been actively pursuing solutions to the state’s flood risk issues.  They are currently using resources from USACE, FEMA, Arkansas Natural Resources Commission, and USGS to analyze and document the April/May flood event of 2011 for the White, Black, Cache, and St. Francis rivers in Arkansas.
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Signatories - (Left to Right) Randy Young (ANRC), David Maxwell (ADEM), Colonel Glen Masset (USACE Little Rock), Tony Robinson (FEMA), Lt. Colonel Daniel Hamilton (USACE Memphis), Colonel Jeffrey Eckstein (USACE Vicksburg not pictured)
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Arkansas Silver Jackets Team - (Front Row Left to Right) - Donna Ryles (ANRC), Theresa Lear (ADEM), Jaysson Funkhouser (USGS) (Second Row Left to Right) Mike Borengasser (ANRC), Don Davenport (USACE Memphis), Josh Rogers (ADEM), Chad Dulaney (USACE Little Rock), Ronald Wanhanen (FEMA) (Not pictured) Guy Lowes (FEMA), Katy Breaux (USACE Vicksburg), Tony Hill (USACE Little Rock), Elmo Webb (Little Rock District)
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