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Map Modernization Update

When Will Your Community Get New Flood Maps?
In 2004, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) began a 5 year program to update flood maps nationwide.  Initially, the “Map Modernization Program” planned to revise flood maps for all communities throughout the Nation, including Arkansas.  However, funds were insufficient to accomplish this ambitious goal.  As a result, remapping has targeted counties with the highest population, floodplain area, growth, and a variety of other factors.  In Arkansas, this means that only 43 of the 75 counties will have new flood maps at the end of the 5-year Map Modernization period.  2008 marks the last year new flood map studies will begin for this program.  Actual, “on the street” maps will not be available for many counties until 2010 or later if there are complicated appeals or problems with levee certification.
FEMA details about the Map Modernization Program on its website at:  http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/mm_main.shtm.  The main features of Map Modernization are to produce digital flood maps which can be viewed on computers with the flood layer superimposed over street maps, aerial photos, topographic maps, and other maps.  Paper maps will still be available until October 1, 2009.  All mapping will be “countywide”, meaning that there will no longer be separate maps for each city. 
To date, nine (9)  counties have been published and are effective for both floodplain management and flood insurance purposes.  These are:
Columbia County

Union County

Benton County
Arkansas County
Lonoke County

Washington County
Crawford County
Jefferson County
Green County
Four (4) countywide maps have been completed and published, but is not effective at the time of this publication.  

County



Effective Date____________
Miller County



December 18, 2009

Garland County



January 20, 2010
Pope County



March 2, 2010

Independence County



March 17, 2010

Preliminary maps have been published for the following counties.  Following publication of the preliminary maps, there is a 90 day appeal period.  Once the appeal period ends, appeals have to be resolved.  This is followed by a 6 month map adoption phase, during which towns, cities and counties that participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) must formally adopt the new maps by ordinance.  The maps become effective at the end of the 6 month period.  Normally, there are a few weeks separating each phase of the scenario described above.  In the case of counties with levees, there may be delays to resolve certification of levees.

 anticipated 

Preliminary

  End of

Final Published
County

 Prelimary Date

Map Date

  Appeal Period
Map _____________

Sebastian County
   



April 30, 2007
  
July 29, 2009
Pulaski County
   



September 30, 2007
April 30, 2008

White County
   



August 19, 2008
  
Crittenden County
   



December 7, 2008
August 12, 2009
Mississippi County
   



December 7, 2008
September 16, 2009
Phillips County
   



December 7, 2008
December 8, 2009
Ashley County
June 30, 2009   
Baxter County
   



April 21, 2009
Boone County
April 30, 2009

May 5, 2009
Carroll County
April 30, 2009

May 5, 2009
Chicot County
June 30, 2009


Clark County
August 30, 2009

August 6, 2009
Clay County
June 30, 2009
Conway County
August 30, 2009
Craighead County
Levee issue
Cross County
April 30, 2009
Desha County
June 30, 2009
Drew County
June 30, 2009
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Map _____________

Franklin County
April 30, 2009

April 23, 2009
Hempstead County
May 20, 2009

August 12, 2009
Hot Spring County
April 30, 2009

May 6, 2009
Howard County
April 30, 2009

August 7, 2009
Jackson County
June 30, 2009
Johnson County
April 30, 2009

May 13, 2009
Logan County
April 30, 2009

April 23, 2009
Ouachita County
June 30, 2009

July 13, 2009
Poinsett County
May 10, 2009

June 24, 2009
Randolph County
June 30, 2009
Saline County
April 30, 2009

May 30, 2009
Sharp County
October 30, 2009
In addition to the above counties, prior to Map Modernization, countywide digital flood maps were produced for Cleburne, Faulkner, St. Francis, and Yell counties.  Map revisions will continue in the years ahead.  Stay tuned for updated information.

Last update: August 25, 2009

